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THE MESSENGER 

 

Way beyond expectation 
 

I have talked to a number of people for whom 2007 was a tough year.  Many faced health problems, 

forced job changes, personal losses, or high doses of uncertainty.  For some, switching out calendars 

and thinking ahead to a new year can be a relief, and maybe even a source of excitement.  For all of us, 

it is an opportunity to reflect on our lives and how we can work to make them better.  We are not in 

control of everything, thatôs for sure, but it is deeply important to know that we do have real choices to 

make that can go a long way toward personal satisfaction and spiritual growth. 
 

One of my favorite writers on leading organizations is management professor Meg Wheatley.  In her 

book Finding Our Way:  Leadership for an Uncertain Time (San Francisco:  Berrett-Koehler, 2005), 

she urges that not being in control of everything can actually be a source of spiritual strength.  ñWe 

may not realize,ò she writes, ñthat this desire [for harmony and happiness] can only be satisfied by 

partnering with new and strange allies:  uncertainty and confusionò (p. 210).  Not being in control, not 

having a clear roadmap, being to some degree ñin the darkò about what the future holds, means that 

there are sources of creativity out there that have yet to reveal themselves.  New situations, even diffi-

cult ones, can evoke new and unforeseen resources of the heart and mind, new skills and capacities, 

new and more genuine bonds of compassion and love.  Not being in control means that, if we choose 

to see things this way, hope for a better life can far outstrip mere ñexpectations.ò 
 

In my view, to believe in God is to believe in this hidden creativity that invites us to move beyond ex-

pectation and into hope. 
 

My prayer for each of you is that 2008 will be a year of hope.  May we commit ourselves, our families, 

our church, and our world to the new reality that God is making-way beyond expectation. 

 

Blessings for the New Year. 

 

Tom 
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Worship 

 

  As with Gladness Men of Old 

Hymn 226 

After they had heard the king, they went on their 

way, and the star they had seen in the east went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed.                                              Matthew 2: 9-10 

 

This well-known hymn text was written 

by William Chatterton Dix (1837 ï 

1898) after reading and contemplating 

the Gospel reading of the day, Matthew 

2, while recovering from an illness in 

bed on the day of Epiphany, January 6, 

1858. The text was first published in 

1860 in a collection called Hymns of Joy and Love. Dix 

was born in Bristol, England and spent the majority of 

his professional working career as a manager for an 

insurance company in Glasgow. Throughout his life, 

he had a passion for writing poetry for hymns and car-

ols that would be sung in worship. Altogether, he 

wrote approximately forty hymn texts including two 

other familiar texts, What Child is This? and Alleluia, 

Sing to Jesus!  

The composer of the hymn tune was the German musi-

cian Conrad Kocher (1786 ï 1872). Kocher named this 

tune Dix in honor of the poet, William Dix. In addition 

to composing, Kocher was a pianist and organist. He is 

also credited with the founding of the School of Sacred 

Music at Stuttgart in 1821. This tune is also associated 

with the well-known hymn text For the Beauty of the 

Earth written in 1864 by Folliot Pierpoint. 

As with Gladness Men of Old will be sung as a congre-

gational hymn during our worship service on Epiphany 

Sunday, January 6. 

 From the 

       January 6                          January 13   

Epiphany of the Lord           Baptism of the Lord  

OT        Isa. 60:1 -6                      OT          Isa. 42:1 -9 

Psalm      72:1-7, 10-14                  Psalm      29  

Epistle     Eph. 3:1-12                     Acts        10:34 -43 

Gospel  Matt. 2:1 -12                    Gospel     Matt. 3:13 -17  

    

      January 20                   January 27  

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time         3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time         

OT          Isa. 49:1 -7        OT           Isa. 9:1 -4  

Psalm      40:1-11         Psalm       27:1,4 -9 

Epistle     1Cor. 1:1-9                    Epistle      1 Cor. 1:10 -18 

Gospel     John 1:29-42                 Gospel      Matt. 4:12 -23 

 

       

Lectionary  Readings for January  

As with Gladness Men of Old 

As with gladness, men of old 

Did the guiding star behold 

As with joy they hailed its light 

Leading onward, beaming bright 

So, most glorious God, may we 

Evermore be led to Thee. 

As with joyful steps they sped 

To that lowly cradle-bed 

There to bend the knee before 

Him Whom heaven and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet 

Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 

As they offered gifts most rare 

At that cradle rude and bare; 

So may we with holy joy, 

Pure and free from sinôs alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 

Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 

Holy Jesus, every day 

Keep us in the narrow way; 

And, when earthly things are past, 

Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 

Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

In the heavenly country bright, 

Need they no created light; 

Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 

Thou its Sun which goes not down; 

There forever may we sing 

Alleluias to our King! 

 
 

Our next celebration of the                                                               

Lordôs Supper will be  January 6. 



Christian Education 
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ADULT STUDY  

     Unlocking the Code:                                                                                                                                                                                                   

The Book of Revelation  

This eight session study continues, led by Team Mi-

chelle (Michelle Bacon and Michelle James). We are 

an investigating one of the most misunderstood and 

mysterious books of the Bible, delving into the ori-

gin, content, and meaning of the Revelation to John.  

The study continues through February 3.  The class 

will meet downstairs in Room 5. 

Childrenôs                  

Church School 

Many, many thanks to the children and youth who 

presented the beautiful and thoughtful program at the 

Christmas potluck in December.  It was a delight, and 

added so much to the fellowship we shared at table.  

Participants in the dramatic reading and childrenôs 

pageant were:  Sean, Hadley, Cecily, Maggie, 

Kathrine, Aaron, Emily, Isaiah, Emma, Alayna, 

Lauryn, Cathrine, and Annie. 
 

A BIG thank you to Leslie McMillan, director, and to 

her assistants, Mary Stan Fizer and Mary Schwaderer. 

 

                     Omegas (3-6):   

As December began,  the Omegas learned about 

Abigail and how she was a peacemaker.        

Her ill-natured husband, Nabal refused to feed 

David and his men even though they had helped 

him save his herd of sheep.  Abigail took          

matters into her own hands, taking food           

to David and his men.  This prevented a violent 

attack. We discussed our ability to make             

good decisions in a world that gives many         

challenges and how, even as children,  we can 

be examples of good behavior. We ended by 

reading the verses in Micah that answer the 

question "What does God require?ò 

 

Both Alphas and Omegas worked on the Christ-

mas program during Church School in Decem-

ber. They ended the month together with a 

party, a video using puppets to tell the story, 

and a craft activity in which they made mario-

nettes for a future puppet show during lent. 

The Chi Rho is an ancient 

monogram of Christ. The 

symbol is composed of the 

first two letters of the Greek 

word for Christ: XPISTOS 

(pronounced Christos). There are many varia-

tions, but the most common form 

superimposes the ñXò (Chi) on the 

ñPò (Rho). Although it isnôt con-

sidered to be a cross, the Chi Rho 

invokes Jesusô crucifixion. The 

symbol has been in use for more 

than 1,600 years. Early Christians 

used the Chi Rho as a sign of their faith, and Con-

stantine the Great placed it on his soldiersô 

shields. 


