Funeral Planning Form
First Presbyterian Church of Glendale
This form records your wishes for your funeral or memorial service, so your family and our pastor can honor them. Planning ahead is a gift to those you love: it eases difficult decisions at a time of grief and gives you the chance to share the hope that sustains you.
Fill in as much or as little as you like. Nothing here is binding, and you may update the form at any time. Please return a copy to the church office and keep a copy with your important papers. Let a family member or friend know where to find it.
If you have questions, please contact the church office at [phone] or [email]. Our pastor is always glad to talk with you about your plans.
Date completed: ____________________     Date updated: ____________________

Personal information
	
	

	Full legal name
	

	Name you like to be called
	

	Address
	

	Phone and email
	

	Date of birth
	

	Place of birth
	

	Date and place of baptism
	

	Member of First Presbyterian since
	

	Spouse or partner
	

	Children
	

	Other close family
	






Person to contact at the time of death
	
	

	Name
	

	Relationship
	

	Phone and email
	


Location of important papers (will, insurance, deeds, other instructions): ________________________________________
Arrangements
Funeral home (if chosen)
	
	

	Name
	

	Phone
	

	Pre-arranged or prepaid?
	☐ Yes ☐ No


Disposition of the body
· ☐ Burial
· ☐ Cremation
· ☐ Entombment (mausoleum)
· ☐ Donation of body to medical science (arrangements must be made in advance)
· ☐ Organ and tissue donation
· ☐ I leave this decision to my family
Cemetery or place of interment
	
	

	Cemetery or columbarium
	

	Location
	

	Plot or niche already owned?
	☐ Yes ☐ No   Section/number:



If cremated, my remains should be: ☐ buried ☐ placed in a columbarium ☐ scattered at ______________________ ☐ kept by family ☐ other: ______________________


Military service and organizations
Military honors and the rites of fraternal or civic organizations are usually held at the visitation or the graveside, apart from the service of worship. Our pastor will help coordinate the timing with the funeral home and the organization.
	
	

	Branch of service
	

	Dates of service and rank
	

	Location of discharge papers (DD-214)
	


Military honors: ☐ Full military honors (as available: flag folding and presentation, Taps, rifle salute) ☐ Flag presentation only ☐ No military honors
	Fraternal or civic organization
	Contact person and phone

	
	

	
	


For each organization listed: ☐ Notify only ☐ The organization's rite or tribute is requested ☐ No rite or tribute
The service
A funeral is held with the body present. A memorial service is held with cremated remains or without the remains present. A committal is a short service at the graveside or columbarium where the body or remains are laid to rest.
Type of service
· ☐ Funeral, followed by a graveside committal
· ☐ Memorial service, with committal before or after
· ☐ Graveside service only
· ☐ Private committal for family, followed by a memorial service
· ☐ I leave this decision to my family
Place of service: ☐ First Presbyterian Church sanctuary ☐ Funeral home ☐ Graveside ☐ Other: ______________________
If a casket is present: In keeping with our practice, the casket is closed before the service begins. 

Visitation (a time for friends to greet the family): ☐ Yes ☐ No   Place: ☐ Church ☐ Funeral home ☐ Other: __________   Before the service ☐   Evening before ☐
Officiant: ☐ Pastor of First Presbyterian ☐ Also invite: ______________________
Worship preferences
A Presbyterian funeral is a service of worship that gives thanks for a life and bears witness to the resurrection. Our pastor will plan the service with your family, using your choices below as a guide.

Scripture readings
You may choose one to three readings, or leave the choice to the pastor. Some readings often used at funerals:
· Old Testament: Psalm 23; Psalm 46; Psalm 90; Psalm 121; Psalm 139; Isaiah 25:6–9; Isaiah 40:28–31; Lamentations 3:22–26; Ecclesiastes 3:1–8
· New Testament: Romans 8:31–39; 1 Corinthians 15:51–57; 2 Corinthians 4:16–5:1; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; Revelation 21:1–6; Revelation 22:1–5
· Gospels: Matthew 5:1–12; John 11:21–27; John 14:1–6; Luke 24:1–12
	Reading
	Reader (if family or friend)

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	


☐ I leave the choice of Scripture to the pastor.
Hymns
Some hymns often sung at funerals: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God; Abide with Me; Amazing Grace; For All the Saints; Great Is Thy Faithfulness; Holy, Holy, Holy; How Great Thou Art; O God, Our Help in Ages Past; The King of Love My Shepherd Is, How Firm a Foundation.
	Hymn
	Placement (opening, middle, closing)

	1.
	

	2.
	

	3.
	


☐ I leave the choice of hymns to the pastor and organist.
Other music (organ, solo, choir): ________________________________________
Creed or confession (optional): ☐ Apostles' Creed ☐ Nicene Creed ☐ Other: ______________________



Remembrances
Family members or friends may share memories during the service. To keep the service focused and of a reasonable length, we suggest no more than two or three speakers, about three minutes each.
	Name
	Relationship

	
	

	
	

	
	



Other participants
	Role
	Name

	Pallbearers (usually six)
	

	Honorary pallbearers
	

	Ushers
	


Lord's Supper: ☐ I would like Communion to be celebrated as part of the service.
Life story and obituary
These details help your family write an obituary and help the pastor speak personally about your life. Attach additional pages if you wish.
	
	

	Parents' names
	

	Education
	

	Work and career
	

	Church life and service
	

	Community involvement
	

	Interests, hobbies, and passions
	

	Places that were important to you
	

	Newspapers or websites for the obituary
	





Things you would like said, or a message for those you leave behind:




☐ I have written my own obituary. It is located: ______________________
Reception, memorial gifts, and other wishes
Reception after the service: ☐ Fellowship Hall at First Presbyterian ☐ Other location: ______________________ ☐ No reception
Flowers: ☐ Flowers welcome ☐ In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be made to the organizations below
	Memorial gifts to
	Address or website

	First Presbyterian Church of Glendale
	

	
	

	
	



After the service, flowers may be: ☐ given to the church for Sunday worship ☐ taken by family ☐ shared with homebound members
Livestream or recording of the service: ☐ Yes ☐ No
Other wishes or instructions:


Signature
These are my wishes for my funeral or memorial service. I understand my family and the pastor will make final arrangements, guided by these wishes as far as possible.
Signature: ______________________________   Date: ______________
Copy given to: ☐ Church office ☐ Family member: ______________________ ☐ Funeral home ☐ Attorney

For church office use
Received on: __________   By: __________   Filed: __________
